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The Lost Cherokee of Arkansas and
Missouri Tribal Members:

ELECTION UPDATE

Our tribe had its first election which
ended on January 19 2007. This
special election ratified a new constitution
and an Interim Tribal Council. Your Interim
Tribal Council members are: Doug Cotter,
Phillip Hubbard, Dub Maxwell, Emsy
Morris, Dennis Gilmore, Susan Jarrett, Jim
Davis, Kenneth Riggs and Mike
Ketcherside. Our tribe is proud of all of
those who took the time to vote and shame
on any of you who did not. We even
included return postage. If you did not vote,
do not complain. To be able to vote is a
privilege.

A general election will be held in September
2007. To vote in this election your file will
have to be at the Dover Tribal Headquarters
Office and you will have to register to vote.
Watch our website for further details.

Our Constitution has been placed on our
website to allow all of our people the
opportunity to read it. The tribal Election
Board made sure that our constitution was
mailed in time to give all eligible voters the
opportunity to read and study the
constitution prior to voting. All of the ballots
were mailed by an impartial third party not
associated with the tribe. All of the ballots
were returned to the Mayor of Dover and he
maintained control of them until they were
counted in his presence.

This election was sponsored by the Tribe
and was funded by the council members.
They each reached into their own pockets in
order to give you the opportunity to vote.

Lies and Deception = Conway

Perhaps most of you have received and
read the latest Conway newslettdis

full of lies and deception. One of the biggest
and greatest lies is that they are stating that
the Tribe’s new corporation wrote to
Washington stating that they were petitioner
#204. The new corporation has never written
to Washington as can be verified through a
request for all documents and letters through
the Freedom of Information Act.

One of the greatest deceptions is that
according to BIA regulations, only a tribe
can achieve recognition. A tribe is more than
three men in a corporation The Conway
group is merely a stolen corporation and a
corporation will never be federally
recognized. Their primary goal is to get as
much money as they possibly can and they
are using the People as a means to obtain
that end. They repeatedly print that “there is
no tribe”, well, who wants to be owned by
their corporation?

People are coming into the Dover office
showing cards that say Arkansas Cherokee
membership/citizenship and they believe
that they are members of our tribe. This is
sad, folks. No one is able to tell these good
people what they are members of.

These same individuals require that anyone
who requests their files from the Conway
office sign a paper which states that their
name will not be going to Washington and
that if anyone removes a file without their
permission, it will be theft.

This brings us back around to the motives
behind their theft of the files in the first
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place. One of the headmen had stated that
the move was to find cheaper rent. The rent
for the Dover office is $400 per month,
rented from Bill and Susan Jarrett, which
includes another building that is, used for
board meetings, council meetings, language
classes, etc. The $150 electrical deposit and
average $35 a month electric bill plus a $24
a month water bill was paid by the Jarrett’s.
The mowing and upkeep for the office was
supposed to be the responsibility of the tribe
but the Jarrett’'s have paid $60 to $75 per
month to take care of the grounds around the
office. In 2005 the Tribe only paid rent for 9
of the 12 months and it was never paid on
time. When the rent checks would bounce,
the Jarrett's never said anything. The
ceremonial grounds are provided for the
tribe’s use at no charge. The Jarrett's were
paying an average of $45 a month for
weeding the ceremonial grounds when in
2006 Mr. Allen provided this service free of
charge. Cheaper rent?, | don’t think so!
Another story that has been circulated about
the “move” is that the files were not secured
and were not being properly stored. All of
the file cabinets that were shown in their
newsletter were stolen from the Dover
office. For all of those who were never in
Dover, the office had dead bolts on both
entrance doors and dead bolts on all interior
office doors. This amounted to double locks.
The tribe does not pay any salaries to our
office staff. A group of volunteers come to
the office each and every day to answer
phones, do data entry into the computers and
answer members questions, etc. There was
never so much as a thank you for all of their
hard work by any of the group that went to
Conway. We have a network of volunteers
who are very dedicated individuals always
willing to do whatever needs to be done. We
are truly blessed to have these people. We
are increasing our volunteer base, so you
may be hearing some new voices answering
the phones. Mr. Lowry and Marilyn Bailey
have recently joined our office staff.
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Perhaps the motivation to move to Faulkner
County had something to do with the new
Arkansas law giving non-profit groups the
ability to set up bingo parlors. This is less
likely to happen in Pope County so this was
a well-calculated move.

This business of having to answer Conway’s
lies in every edition of our newsletter is
getting old and taking up space that could be
better used for other things that are of
importance to our tribe.

This newsletter strives to not only keep you
up to date on what is happening but also is
dedicated to telling the truth.

So, with a new Constitution and Interim
Council memberglected by the peopleve
shall move forward.

Court action is pending against the Conway
Corporation in Judge Clawson’s court in
Clinton, Arkansas. Judge Clawson took one
look at the books Bishop turned in on
finances and ordered a complete audit from
1999 to present.

At all past council meetings the statement
was made by all of the headmen that they
did not take expenses for motel, meals and
gas out of the Tribe’s donations that were
received each month. The documents that
were turned in to the court do not show this
to be the truth

Scheduled Meeting at Deer

he Conway group had scheduled a

meeting at the school in Deer on
January 18, 2007. The corporation
newsletter did not report what happened at
this meeting. The meeting was called in
order to vote on a proposed constitution that
was re-written by the Conway office. After
it was read, a member of the audience had
several relevant questions. He was
concerned that the voters present did not
have an opportunity to study the proposed
constitution before being asked to vote on it.
He pointed out that all the power and
decision-making responsibility goes to 3
headmen. He also questioned the section
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that allowed a headman or a council member
to serve after having committed a felony as
long as it had been at least 10 years since
conviction. Mr. Bishop refused to answer
this question. When it was stated to Mr.
Bishop that according to statistics, when
someone commitmajor felonies, they will

do it again. Bishop was again asked to
comment on the felonies but refused to do so
stating that you do not have to vote for the
constitution if you do not like those
statements. There were approximately 45 to
50 individuals present with many of them
also asking Cliff why he was responsible for
the theft of their files and why the Tribe was
not given the opportunity to vote on the
move of the office.

The ballot boxes were sitting at each end of
the table and had u-haul locks on them.
After the meeting the ballot boxes were
removed by the Conway group. There was a
concern expressed about the legitimacy of
the security of the ballots since they
remained in the control of the corporation. A
comment was made that it is like the fox
watching the hen house.

John Brown offered an explanation to the
guestion that was raised about the illegal
move of the office. An individual was told
that the move was caused because Susan
Jarrett would not give them a lease. Before
that, it was because the files had mice
droppings in them, and now, their newsletter
states it was because the files were not
secure. Each time they come up with a
different story.

After several more heated questions, ClIiff
called for a show of hands from everyone
that supported Conway After a unanimous
no-show of hands CIiff stated that it was
time for them to leave. Another individual
told them it was time they got out of Deer
and Newton County and not come back. It is
a shame that not everyone understands as
clearly as these individuals
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Seminar and Town Hall Meeting

here will be a two day seminar March

22-23 at the West Side Church of Christ
in Russellville, Ark. Directions will be
posted on our web site at www.lost
cherokeetribe.com and in the flyers. This
seminar will be on Meth, Gangs and
Violence. The speakers will be Doyle
Turner and Phillip Hubbard.
Doyle Turner possess a BS Degree in
Criminology and Abnormal Psychology and
graduated with a Masters Degree in Law and
Judicial Administration from the University
of Southern California and is now a retired
Special Agent with the California Office of
the Attorney General, Department of Justice,
Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement and the
California Bureau of Investigation.
Phillip Hubbard, is the Chief Juvenile
Officer with the Fifth Judicial District
Circuit Court. Phillip holds a BA in
Criminal Justice and Political Science. He
also has a Senior Law Enforcement
Certification.
Each morning of the seminar will begin with
a Cherokee prayer given by Leon Stockton
The Lost Cherokee Nation Tribal
Association sponsors this seminar.
The cost for the two-day seminar will be $99
for early registration and $120 at the door.
The flyers will be ready for distribution
sometime during the first week of February.

On March 24 there will be a special town
hall style meeting at the same location for
any of our members that wish to come and
ask questions. There will someone on hand
to assist you if you wish to bring your
records to replace those that were stolen. At
this time it is planned to have an old fashion
potluck lunch. The facility has a full kitchen.
For more complete details you may contact
our office at 479-331-0322 or check our web
site. For anyone coming from out of town,
we are working on obtaining hotel discounts
for both the seminar and the meeting on
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Saturday, March 24 Remember March 34
will began our Great New Moon Feast.

You are encouraged to attend the meeting
and the ceremony that will be at our
ceremonial grounds in Dover.

Don't forget Board and Council Meetings on
February 10, 2007. Board meeting at 10am
and Council at 1pm with lunch between.

Election Results

s the Election Commissioner for our

Tribe, Cathy Morris, | feel that it is
necessary to dispel the erroneous and
inaccurate statements being made by the
Conway group. The Lost Cherokee Nation
Tribal Assoc., Inc. is the newly formed
corporation that will collect and disperse the
tribal funds for the tribe and is accountable
to the tribe. This new corporation is in place
to assist the tribe with tax-deductible
donations and grant applications. The
corporation does not get involved in tribal
processes, such as elections. That is tribal
businessThe tribe conducted an election,
not the Association The Conway group is
running a worthless election by having
“members” of a corporation “vote”. Does
their ballot allow a slate of officers to be
elected or ratified? All they are voting for is
a farcical constitution that gives all the
power to 3 headmen and a new seal with
names that they have no permission or right
to use.
Another lie is that we are requesting
information from members masquerading as
their INC. You will never receive anything
form us with their name on it. Dub Maxwell
dissolved that corporation last year and it is
now defunct. We refer to ourselves only as
the Lost Cherokee of Arkansas and Missouri
(Tribe), the Cherokees on the Arkansas
River and the Arkansas Cherokee as listed in
our constitution and on the original
application submitted to Washington D.C. as
Petitioner #204. | don't know where
Conway got the list of the other names that
they think we are using.
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As your Election Commissioner, | am proud
to report the results of the special election
held during January 2007. With a 25.5%
return, you ratified the Constitution with a
near unanimous vote and accepted the
Interim Council members with a resounding
vote of confidence. As the election
committee, we made sure that the voting
process was unquestionable. The ballots and
constitutions were delivered to Mayor of
Dover, Alan Bradley who mailed them on
January 2. The voted ballots were mailed
directly to him and kept in his possession
until the Board counted them in his
presence. Upon completion of the count, he
certified the results and signed off on the
affidavits. | am sure that the elections that
will be held in September 2007 will be just
as successful, so make sure that you have
updated your files with the Dover office and
registered to vote. Anyone who is eligible to
register as per the Constitution you adopted
will be voting in the next election. The one
disappointing factor in this election was the
amount of undeliverable mail that we
received back. This was due mostly to the
fact that since submitting an application,
many of our members have moved and not
kept our office notified of a change. It is
imperative that this information be updated
in our office as files with inaccurate
information cannot be sent to BIA.

The Election Committee counting ballots
with Mayor Bradley supervising. Seated left
to right are Cathy Morris, Mary Ann
Summers and Nancy Howard.
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Upcoming Ceremonies

March 24" and 28' Great New Moon Feast
July 14" and 1% Preliminary Green Corn
Festival

August 18", 17" 18" and 18' Green Shade
Festival

October 18 and 14 Great New Moon of
Autumn Festival and Cementation
/Reconciliation Festival (Combined
Ceremonies)

December 18 and 18' Bounding Bush

Free Medial Clinic

Free Medical Clinic is opening in our

area and will have an Open House on
Sunday, February ¥8from 2pm to 4pm.
The River Valley Christian Clinic, is a faith
based free clinic located in Dardanelle at
1714 State Highway 22 (beside of Rose
Drug). When open, the clinic will see
patients on the second and fourth Thursdays
of each month beginning at 6pm. They will
serve those without Medicare, Medicaid or
private insurance and those unable to afford
medical care. For more information you can
contact them at (479) 229-2566.

News Articles

n article that is well worth reading

which appeared in the Esca Rosa Press
was an article written by Chief Ken
“Soaring Eagle” Johnson entitled “Cherokee
Nation of Oklahoma to rob sovereignty
rights from other Cherokees”. He states
that” As it stands now, there are 3 Cherokee
tribes that are federally recognized. None of
the tribes, singularly or collectively, take in
all of the Cherokees that once comprised the
Original Cherokee Nation that existed
before the infamous Trail of Tears.
Therefore, scores of thousands of TRUE
CHEROKEES are left out because of a
number of reasons.” He goes on to state the
reasons. Then he stated "We generally like
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to refer to these people as the “Lost
Cherokee” because they have a real
ancestral claim to the pacts, treaties,
sovereignty, etc., of the 3 federally
recognized tribes but they cannot make that
claim due to recognition laws.” If you
would like to read the entire article, go to
www.escarosapress.conit is good to have
someone acknowledge other Cherokees exist
besides the 3 federally recognized tribes.

If you check out the headlines in the
Cherokee Phoenix of Tahlequah, January
07, it states "Non-recognized “Cherokee
tribes” flourish. The article goes on to say
there are more than 200 non-federally
recognized “Cherokee tribes” existing in the
US. It states there is a group of Cherokee
Nation employees who have formed a task
force to deal with these “wannabe”
Cherokees. They are looking at groups that
claim to be Cherokee but have no real status
and who are just distorting the culture and
history.

On page two of their paper they go on to say
that the Lost Cherokee of Arkansas and
Missouri at Dover is the biggest bogus tribe.
They called the Education Act a scam
because Arkansas schools received $1.1
million dollars. If that money went to our
schools then what is their problem. They
claim they tried to contact us but they didn't.
But who is scamming whom when their
attorney appeared in the probate court in
Heber Springs and tried to convince Judge
Weaver they deserved Ms. Gefon’s money.
While she was living, they wouldn’'t have
given her the time of day because she did
not qualify according to their standards. But
when they learn about a sizeable estate, well
that’s a different story.

Subscribe to the:
ARKANSAS
NEWSLETTER
The subscription is $20.00 or, for seniors gge
60 and over, $15 annually. Make your check or
money  order out to ARKANSAS
CHEROKEE PHOENIX and mail to P.O.
Box 1322, Dover, Arkansas 72837
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